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Issue 2 In Case of Emergency, Dial 911 

at   Downs 

Greetings from our Superintendent… 

     If you have been to Downs Park over the 

winter months, you may have experienced the 

inconvenience of trails being closed or a dis-

ruption in your normal routine.  This is result 

of some exciting new improvements being 

made at Downs Park; the Downs Park Trail 

Improvement project and the new Locust 

Cove Car-top launch.   

     Downs Park has a 3.5 mile perimeter trail, a 

1.8 mile Senior trail, and many connector 

trails that are being paved to accommodate various types of recreational 

activities and to provide a means of easy transportation throughout the 

park.  Over the years, these trails have suffered extensive damage, primari-

ly caused by fallen trees and root intrusion from trees positioned in close 

proximity to the trail.   The Downs Park Trail Improvement project is an 

effort to correct this damage and to make the trails a safer traverse  for all 

park patrons.   To date, over 2 miles of trail have been improved or re-

placed and most parking areas have been resurfaced and striped.   In corre-

lation with the Trail Improvement project, both basketball courts located in 

the park have been resurfaced.  And most recently, the East-side basketball 

courts, located behind Arcadia pavilion, have had new backboards and 

hoops installed.  This project is well underway, with more improvements to 

follow.  The park staff and I thank you for your patience in this effort to 

make Downs Park better for all users.   

     In addition to the trail improvements, Downs Park now has a new Car-

top Launch site located on the West-side of the park.  The launch is situat-

ed on Locust Cove and offers canoe 

and kayak users alike the opportunity 

to explore the secret waterways of 

Bodkin Creek.  So, bring your canoe 

or kayak to the Park and enjoy the 

picturesque scenes of Locust Cove 

and the abundant wildlife that call 

this area home.  For more infor-

mation on this site and additional sites around the county, please visit the 

water access page at http://www.aacounty.org/services-and-programs/

water-access. 
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Downs Park Tribute Tree                                                                                                      
Stacey Wolfe, Park Ranger  

     If you have visited our Information Center re-

cently, you may have already noticed the new addi-

tion that hangs on a wall near the entrance.         

Christened “The Downs Park Tribute Tree”, this 

display is filled with engravable leaves of copper, 

silver, and gold.                                                                             

     Should you wish to honor or memorialize a 

loved one, you may purchase a leaf , acorn, or tree 

of your choice which will then be personalized with 

your text.  Not only is it a wonderful gift, it is also 

tax deductible (with all proceeds benefitting the 

Friends of Downs Park).  Stop in and pick up a 

brochure today.   

Volunteer Opportunities 

 

There are many volunteer opportunities 

within Downs Park.   If you have an hour                       

or two and would like to give back to your 

community by volunteering,                                                  

why not join us!                                                                   

~~~                                                                                         

Mother’s Garden   *   Board of Directors         

Community Events   *   Park Cleanup 

Fundraising   *   Tech Support 

Vendor Fair  *  Grant Writing 

Children’s Events 

                                 and more…. 
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In Memory and Celebration of Longtime Downs Park Volunteer  

      

     On Friday, March 23rd, 2018, a group of about thirty family   members 

and friends gathered at the Downs Park Chesapeake Room to celebrate the 

life of our longtime volunteer Elizabeth A. “Betty”  Jansky who passed on  

January 26th after a long battle with Alzheimer disease.  Betty served as 

President of the Friends of Downs Park in years past and received many 

awards for her efforts in volunteering.  Betty continued to volunteer at our 

Concert series until her illness made it impossible for her to do so.  Betty 

and her sister Rita were known as the “Hill 

Ladies” as they walked the hill during con-

certs collecting funds for the Friends of 

Downs Park.    

     Betty’s family recently memorialized Betty with a  TREE on our 

newly installed TRIBUTE TREE located at the Visitor Center.  Our 

sincere condolences to Betty’s family.  She will be greatly missed. 

Memories of Betty                                                                                                                                                                    
by Kathy McCruden  

     I had the opportunity to work with Betty for almost 20 years, from 1991 

to 2010, during the time that we both served as officers and directors of the 

Friends of Downs Park.  During most of those years, Betty was the Presi-

dent of the FODP, a role for which she received the 2003 Ron Blake Award.  

Betty also received many awards from 

the Park in recognition of her dedica-

tion and countless hours of volunteer 

service.  She found joy in representing the Friends, togeth-

er with her sister Rita, during the Summer Concert Series, 

and at every other Downs Park event throughout the years.  

During those same years, Betty also served on the Anne 

Arundel County Advisory Board as representative of Rec-

reation and Parks, working to promote programs to benefit 

all of us who love to celebrate the beauty of nature by 

spending time in our Parks.  Her tireless efforts on behalf 

of her fellow County residents will stand as a lasting tribute to her memory.   
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Birds of Prey Volunteers Receive Award                                                                        
Stacey Wolfe, Park Ranger  

     At a ceremony held in January, the Downs Park Birds of Prey Volun-

teers were selected as the Ron Blake Organization of the Year.  This 

award recognizes community groups for their commitment, efforts, and 

dedication to the Recreation & Parks Department.  Although a shared 

achievement, it would not have been possible without the contribution of 

each individual.  They are as follows:  Joe & Brenda DeRemer, Tara 

Keane, David & Mary Leisure, Gavin Matthews, Jamie Schulze, 

Cindy Siegfried, and Liz Smith.    A copy of their nomination appears 

below. 

     “It gives me great pleasure to nominate the Downs Park Bird of Prey Volunteers for 

the Ron Blake Outstanding Group Volunteer Award.  Their hard work and dedication 

exemplifies outstanding service and I believe them to be most worthy recipients. 

     Ranging in age from 15 to “it’s impolite to ask”, these men and women have been invaluable to the success of 

the Raptor Program at Downs Park.  The program, which began in 1996, allows the park to house owls and 

hawks that are incapable of surviving in the wild due to injury.  We provide them a safe place to live, daily meals, 

and attentive care.  In return, the birds afford us the opportunity to teach park patrons about respect for raptors 

and wildlife in general.  Due to the demanding nature of this specialized program, it could not reach its full po-

tential without the contributions of this devoted group of volunteers.   

     The duties that belong to the Birds of Prey Volunteers are widely varied.  Not only do they work independently 

to cover daily feedings and cleanings, but they also help with large scale projects that are scheduled on select 

work days.  Responsibilities may fluctuate depending on weather and time of year, but I can always rely on the 

volunteers to lend a helping hand.  They have assisted with aviary, perch and fence repairs, invasive vine remov-

al, leaf raking, snow shoveling, and health checks.  One volunteer even uses her own vehicle and time to transport 

the frozen rodents that will eventually be thawed in a bucket of warm water and served as the raptors ’ dinner.  

Far from glamorous, the tasks are always handled with the enthusiasm and attention to detail that assures our 

birds of prey receive the best possible care.   

     In addition to the many responsibilities handled by the Birds of Prey Volunteers, also worth noting is the num-

ber of hours given per year and overall length of service provided.  These individuals each contribute a minimum 

of fifty hours per year.  Several in the group have served longer than fifteen years, with the newest member serv-

ing for three.  With free time at such a premium in today’s hectic world, it is 

even more astounding that these volunteers give so much. 

     As previously mentioned, the volunteers cover a great divide in ages.  They 

come from diverse backgrounds and have different life experiences.  Its what 

they share, however, that makes them so valued—the commonality of love for 

birds of prey, a desire to improve the lives of those birds, both captive and 

wild, and the want to share their knowledge with others”.   
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     In an effort to reduce our tick popula-

tion, Downs Park has purchased two 4-

Poster Deer Treatment Stations.  These 

modified corn feeders have treated foam 

rollers at both ends.  As the deer approach 

the trough to eat, their head and neck 

(where most of the ticks feed) are coated 

with Tickicide, which is then spread to the 

rest of their body through a natural groom-

ing process.                                                 

As white-tailed deer are a principal host for 
adult ticks, this is an important method of                               
control since it interrupts the tick breeding 
process.  Hidden cameras observe both of our 
feeders so we can gain information on our 
deer feeding habits and protect the feeders 
from vandalism.  With Lyme disease and oth-
er tick borne illnesses on the rise, we hope this effort will keep our park patrons a little 
safer.            

4-Poster Deer Treatment Stations       Stacey Wolfe, Park Ranger 

MOTHERS GARDEN at DOWNS PARK                                                      

Ranger Dave is recruiting for Flowerbed Volunteers 

     If you have experience in gardening, can spare an hour or two a week during 

the growing season, and would like to be a part of Ranger Dave’s team in help-

ing to keep Mother’s Garden beautiful, please contact 

Park Ranger Dave DeVault at 

rpdeva00@aacounty.org or call 410-222-6230.      

Mothers Garden is a historic Victorian-era themed garden that 

is open to the public and may be reserved for weddings and 

photo shoots.    
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JUNE CONCERTS BEGIN AT 6 P.M. SEPTEMBER CONCERTS BEGIN AT 4:30 P.M. 

June 3—Summer Knights  -  Rock/Blues/

Country 

September 2—Sub-Radio—Pop Rock 

June 10—Back Pages Band LLC—60’s Tribute September 9—Fast Eddie & the Slowpokes—

Blues/Traditional Rhythm & Blues 

June 17—George Garris & Friends Band—

Country / Classic Rock 

September 16—Eric Ray—Original / Top Hits 

June 24—Sunset  - Big Band / Motown September 23—Appaloosa—Top 40 

 September 30—Commodores—American                        

Classics (4:30 P.M.—6 P.M.) 

     Join us for our free Sunday Concerts on the Ches-

apeake Bay.  This year, our committee has chosen 

some new and very talented entertainers for your lis-

tening pleasure!  We welcome Sub-Radio, Eric Ray, 

George Garris & Friends, and the Commodores to 

Downs Park.  Remember to bring your blankets or 

chairs and plan to dine on foods from our food truck concessionaires.  Note the starting times 

below.  Most concerts will run 2 hours.  Hope to see you at the Park!  

     Our Annual Community Family Day will be 

held on Saturday June 2nd, 2018 from noon un-

til 4 P.M.    We are    especially proud of this spe-

cial day as we welcome local businesses, agen-

cies,  and vendors to our park to educate our cit-

izens, show their products, educate and show-

case spectacular handiwork.   

     We provide entertainment and education for 

the whole family with this free event!  Shuttle-

bus transportation is available for those in need.  

     If you are the owner of a local business, a 

consultant of a direct sales business, or a hand-

crafter and would like to obtain a space to show-

case your business or wares, please contact 

FRIENDSOFDOWNSPARK@AOL.COM for an 

application or more information.   
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Maryland Big Trees 

 

     My love for trees is not a secret.  Ask any of my family, friends or coworkers who resort to speaking in 

secretive, hushed tones if they have one slated for removal.  I surf the Maryland Big Trees website, admir-

ing the photos and reading about the cataloged giants in our state, 

like most people browse their favorite items in a store.  It wasn’t 

until 2017 that it dawned on me that we may actually have trees at 

Downs Park that would qualify for submission.  My subsequent 

patrols were peppered with stops so I could look more closely at 

potential candidates.  Superintendent Fisher and Ranger Ellis ex-

hibited a lot of patience during this time as they were often tapped 

to help measure.  We were limited to the tools we had, and resort-

ed to the old methods we were taught in school, using shadows, 

paper and pencils to estimate height.  My visits to mdbigtrees.com 

now became competitive as I compared our measurements to the 

already ranked trees.  I finally had two that I was confident about: 

a white mulberry (Morus alba) and a chestnut oak (Quercus mon-

tana) that had long been one of my favorites.  The county forester 

took time out of his (very full) schedule to bring his clinometer 

and measuring tapes so we could get accurate numbers for our 

applications.  The official formula for Maryland Big Tree Points 

is Height (feet) + 

Circumference at 

Breast Height 

(inches) + ¼ Maxi-

mum Crown Spread = Total Points.  I submitted our paper-

work and anxiously awaited word.  I am happy to report that 

our white mulberry is the Anne Arundel County champ and 

our chestnut oak ranks fifth in the state!  Although I suspect 

we have others throughout our 236 acres that would be wor-

thy of Big Tree status, I don’t want to be too greedy and dis-

place the rank of someone else’s beloved tree.  After all, I 

believe all of our trees are special, be they centuries old or 

sapling.  However, if you happen to see future announce-

ments about new Downs Park champions, please don’t judge 

me as I can’t promise that competitive spirit won’t overtake 

me again.                                             

                                                                       Stacey Wolfe, Park Ranger 

Chestnut Oak ranks fifth in the State 

White Mulberry ranks as                                               

Anne Arundel County Champion 
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS! 

The Spotted Lanternfly is an invasive insect that attacks grapes, apples, 
stone fruits, pines, and other species. This non-native invasive pest was first 
detected in the United States in 2014 in Berks County, Pennsylvania but is 
spreading to other counties in the state.  Maryland residents should be on the 
lookout. 

The Spotted Lanternfly adult is approximately 1” long and 1/2” wide at rest. 
The forewing is grey with black spots and the wings tips are reticulated black 

blocks outlined in grey. The hind wings have contrasting patches of red and black with a white 
band. The legs and head are black; the abdomen is yellow with broad black bands. Immature 
stages are black with white spots, and develop red patches as 
they grow. 

Both nymphs (immatures) and adults of spotted lanternfly cause 
damage when they feed, sucking sap from stems and leaves. 
This can reduce photosynthesis, weaken the plant, and eventual-
ly contribute to the plant’s death. Additionally, spotted lantern-
fly feeding creates a sugary substance called honeydew. This 

honeydew, in addition to being attractive to ants, wasps, and other insects, is 
readily colonized by sooty mold, which can cause parts of the plants to become 
blackened and look unsightly.  

If you observe any egg masses or insects which look similar to this, please 
try to collect them, and inform the Maryland Department of Agriculture 
at (410) 841-5920 or DontBug.MD@maryland.gov (link sends e-mail) as 

The Friends of Downs Park would like to thank  our wonderful Sponsors for their  

support!  We couldn't have done it without you!  Their generous contributions  have 

made it possible to continue on with our community events.    Please show your ap-

preciation by supporting their businesses and SHOP LOCAL! 

 

COOKIES KITCHEN 

HUFF INSURANCE 

KURTZ’S BEACH LTD 

McCULLY—POLYNIAK FENERAL HOME 

McDONALDS OF LAKE SHORE 

PASADENA  BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 

THE UPS STORE OF LAKE SHORE 

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY RECREATION AND PARKS 

mailto:Aaron.Shurtleff@maryland.gov
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Since our last newsletter... 

   When Autumn arrives, the Friends of Downs Park holds a family-

friendly Trick or Treat Trail.  Last year’s event took place on Oct. 28, 

2017, which was a beautiful fall day. The children, many dressed in 

costumes, had fun walking the trail with their parents to collect candy 

from the tables of Sponsors of the Friends of Downs Park. At the end 

of the trail, each child received a mini pumpkin as a prize. During the 

event a number of artists and crafters offered items for sale, which                                            

was the perfect chance for some early holiday shopping, while food 

vendors provided refreshments. Two popular activities for children to 

enjoy were pumpkin decorating and facepainting.  This year, the ac-

tivities were staffed by Girl Scouts from local Troop 26, who provided                                                       

extra fun and assistance for the pumpkin decorators, and artistic and 

colorful designs for those who wanted their faces painted to complete 

their festive look. Our candy sponsors were Lauers’                                               

Supermarket, Cookie’s Kitchen, Arundel Federal Savings Bank, Lake 

Shore Pet Hospital, Texas Roadhouse, Lake Shore Volunteer Fire Company, Anne Arundel County 

Public Library, Brian Stewart Transamerica, Cramer and Noorani Orthodontist, and Kurtz's Beach who 

sponsored our miniature pumpkins.     Kathleen McCruden, VP, FODP 
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Since our last newsletter ….continued 

     FODP Participants in PBA Thanksgiving Parade 

     Members of the Friends of Downs Park joined in the Pasadena Business Association’s 2017                       

Thanksgiving Parade, despite the damp weather. The Parade gave the perfect opportunity for the FODP’s 

newly-refurbished  wagon, featured in the Fall/Winter Newsletter, to make its maiden voyage along the 

parade route in Pasadena.      Kathleen McCruden, VP, FODP 

     In Dec. 2017, the Friends of Downs Park hosted two sessions for children eager to meet Santa and 

Mrs. Claus. Both sessions were filled, and all of the children enjoyed a chance to have cookies and cocoa 

while they waited for their turns to share their wish lists, have their photo taken, and take a ride on the 

sleigh/wagon through the Park with Santa and Mrs. Claus.  Kathleen McCruden, VP, FODP 

Cookies & Cocoa with Santa & Mrs. Claus 
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Since our last newsletter ….continued 

     Lunch with the Easter Bunny 

     The FODP members played host to thirty children and their parents for a kid-friendly lunch with the guest 

of honor - The Easter Bunny!  The children decorated their Easter bags with colorful decorations, 

followed by a pizza lunch and other yummy snacks. After lunch, the children enjoyed a traditional 

Easter Egg Hunt and the received their Easter goodies.  A fun time was had by all!   
          Jane Huffman, FODP member   

To Our Superintendent, Rangers, and Park Staff,  

Gratitude is not enough to tell you how much your 

efforts and hard work is truly appreciated.  Without 

your continuous support, we would never be able to 

achieve our successes throughout the year! 

Newsletter compiled by Jane Huffman, FODP member 
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